
Alaska
Book 
Week

 October 3
1 PM: Helen Hegener

Author of The Matanuska Colony Barnes; The 1935 Matanuska 
Colony Project;  Long Hard Trails and Sled Dog Tales and many 
other books.

4 PM Martin Buser
Born in Winterthur, Switzerland in 1958, 

Martin became fascinated with sled dogs 
while still a teen. He came to Alaska in 1979 to 
enhance his knowledge of care and training of 
sled dogs. He worked and trained with long-
time Alaskan mushers Earl and Natalie Norris 
and ran his first Iditarod in 1980. Martin and 
wife Kathy Chapoton, a retired teacher, reside 
in Big Lake, Alaska, where the family owns 
and manages Happy Trails Kennel. 

6PM: Dinner with Martin Buser
Purchase your tickets at Fireside Books for a special Turkey 

Red dinner just down the road. Martin will read from his book, 
Dog Man: Chronicles of an Iditarod Champion

October 5
11:00 AM: Lauren Bill

Alaska historian/speaker Laurel 
Downing Bill authored the entertain-
ing and awardwinning four-book 
Aunt Phil’s Trunk Alaska history 
series. She also wrote and published 
Sourdough Cookery, which features 
100 sourdough recipes and a starter 
that began in 1896 Hope, Alaska. Lau-
rel writes Alaska history stories for 
Alaska Magazine and Senior Voice.

2 PM: Katie Manglesdorf
Meet Katie Manglesdorf, the author of 

Champion of Alaskan Huskies about Joe 
Redington, the ‘father of the Iditarod.” Ms. 
Manglesdorf writes about “Joe’s adventur-
ous spirit, fierce perseverance, and creative 
heart.” She’ll be available to sign copies of 
her book and answer questions about this 
quintessential Alaskan hero.

October 6
11:00 AM: Panel Discussion: Food and Books

We asked Laura Sampson, one of our favorite food bloggers 
to round up some of the greatest minds in food writing to talk 
about their favorite cookbooks!

October 8
4:30 PM: Bill Sherwonit

Born in Connecticut, nature writer Bill 
Sherwonit has called Alaska home since 
1982. He has contributed essays and articles 
to a wide variety of publications and is the 
author of more than a dozen books. His 
most recent is a collection of essays, Animal 
Stories: Encounters with Alaska’s Wildlife.

October 9
Noon: Eowyn Ivey

Eowyn Ivey’s novel, The Snow Child 
was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize, 
a UK National Book Award winner, 
and a New York Times bestseller. It is 
published in more than 25 languages 
and 30 countries. Her second novel, To 
the Bright Edge of the World will be out 
in 2016.

October 10
10:30 AM: Heather Lehe

After celebrating Colony Days in 
Palmer every year, passing quaint little 
colony houses dotting the Matanuska 
Valley, and studying its history, she 
realized a unique story was waiting to 
be told--from the children’s perspec-
tive. A few colony kids (with amazing 
memories) still live in the area and 
have been eager to share their adven-

tures of that first year in a new land. Her book, Colony Kids is the 
result of those interviews.

3 PM: Onesimus
Onesimus took the three volumes of George MacDonald’s 

Unspoken Sermons and transofrmed them into a daily devotion-
al, called Consuming Fire: The Inexorable Power of God’s Love. His 
proceeds for the book will be donated to ALS Therapy Develop-
ment Institute of Cambridge, MA

720 S Alaska St. 
Palmer, Alaska 99645

(907) 745-2665

3:30 PM: Rosemary McGuire

Lifelong Alaskan Rosemary McGuire, 38, grew up in a Haines 
home without electricity or running water, has commercially 
fished out of Cordova, paddled miles of wild Alaska rivers 
(many of them with her dad, Tom), and now -- to no one’s sur-
prise -- published a book of Alaska short stories. Creatures at the 
Absolute Bottom of the Sea. She spent three seasons tending the 
Palmer Station boat house in Antarctica, and will return there 
again this winter. 

October 7
11 AM: Tricia Brown/Nancy Gates

Tricia Brown and Nancy Gates are co-authors of Alaska’s 
Homesteader’s Handbook. Tricia is also an author of many other 
books. an editor, and book developer. She has written more than 
twenty titles, among them seven children’s picture books, all of 
them on Alaska subjects.

Nancy Gates is also the author of the Alaska Almanac.

1:00 PM: Alice Hanscam
 Alice Hanscam is the author of Parenting Inspired, and the 

owner of Denali Parent Coaching, LLC, a PCI Certified Parent 

Coach®, and Certified ScreamFree Leader who has worked with 
parents and children in a myriad of ways for over thirty years. 


